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Chennai children

Abandoned HIV+ children, cared for by the
NGO Community Health Education Society
(CHES) in the Indian city of Chennai, are
looking forward fo leaving their rented
villas for their new home, which is being
funded by donations.

Artist's impression

Currently under construction, the
Emirates-CHES Home will have
dormitories, a medical care centre, an
educafion cenfre up fo 4™ Standard, an
indoor recreation cenfre and a swimming
pool. The project will cost US$642,000
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and donafions will also fund the running
cosfs of nearly US$86,000 a year for
the next 20 years. None of the children
is aware of being infected and until now,
none has survived beyond the age of 16.

Pradiksha's story
Nearly 10 years of age, Pradiksha has

spent her whole life af the home, arriving
shortly affer fesfing positive for HIV as a
new-born.
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She's a friendly girl who started her life ar
CHES and probably will always think of it
as her real family. She doesn'r ask questions
about her other family, who left her before
she could meet them.

In 2004, Pradiksha began faking anti-

retroviral therapy (ART) and now enjoys
an acfive life jumping rope, singing and
drawing. She raught herself both classic
and wesfern-style dance by watching TV

and movies and her favourite Tamil movie
hero is the famous star Vijay.

She's not one fo complain; she has to be
reminded fo go fo bed but wakes up easily
and with a cheerful attitude. She complies
with her ART regimen.

Many of her playmates will be senf home,
re-infegrafed with their relatives or
extended family affer CHES counsellors
sensitise them on issues of HIV/AIDS.
There's no hope thar Pradiksha will
parficipate in that happy fransiftion.
Instead she'll grow up ar the home, with
her CHES family, as she has been - dancing

and smiling.




On the road

Girls are being assessed on their aptifude

t0a §00d educarion

The foundation is supporfing a project run
by an NGO in the foothills of the Himalayas
in northern India fo give a number of 10 to
11-year-old girls a chance of an education.
The Purkal Youth Development Society
(PYDS) gives additional tutoring fo nearly
100 children from poor families fo help
them keep up with their studies ar two
English-medium schools in the city, some
10kms away, which give scholarships and
other concessions. The society's buses
bring the children to and from the city and

later fo the sociefy school for exfra classes
and a daily meal.

The foundation has donated over
US$12,000 fo fund the society's new
project 'Bus them fo Purkal', which will
help educate girls from more remofe
villages. The girls are currently being
assessed for their suifability in ferms of
their intelligence and diligence, support
from their families and their potenfial fo go
through the next 10 years of education.
"The environment at our school will allow
the girls fo see real-life success stories of
boys and girls from similar communities
who are now on their way fo a better life,"
said sociery founder G.K. Swamy. "We
believe this is a wonderful opportfuniry
for the children, their families and the
communiry."



Healthy meals for

healthy minds
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The new Emirafes Friendship Hospital under

Floafing
hospﬁal on course

Work is going full strength on the new The rwo waves of floods over the past
Emirates Friendship Hospital ship in the months delayed the project as the shipyard
Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka and hopes are was flooded and workmen had fo leave
high that the vessel will be launched in fo salvage their own homes. The twin-

the Spring. hulled vessel, now being fitfed with wards,

The Emirates Friendship Hospital will join the Lifebuoy Friendship Hospital ship (seen
here in red) currently serving communities in the flooded areas of northern Bangladesh.




theatres and laboratories, has been
funded by your donations, af a cost of
US$540,000 and more donations will
be needed for yearly running costs of
US$150,000.

When it goes info service, the floating

hospital will be welcomed by the
communifies in northern Bangladesh
who've suffered water-borne diseases due
fo the recent flooding, which forced them
and their livestock off their island homes
in search of higher, drier ground.




day in

Colourful window blinds are brightening
up the mornings for the children of the
Kidane Mehret Orphanage in the Ethiopian
capital, Addis Ababa, thanks fo donations.
The Dubai-made blinds were installed by

a group of Emirafes employees who ftravel
down on a reqular basis fo supervise a
massive refurbishment project currently
faking place throughout the home.

The orphanage, run by Franciscan Sisters,
is home o some 150 children who will
shorfly have new mattresses and pillows
in their newly-repainted dormitories.

The study hall and small classrooms also
received new benches and work tables for
the young students.

A brighter
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One of the most exciting aspects of the
renovation project was the sourcing of
artwork by famed Ethiopian arfist Afewerk
Tekle o hang on the walls. Surafel, an 11-
year-old who lost his mother to TB, loves
the new artwork, saying "it reminds me

of nature and the beauty of my country."
Surafel's favourife subject is chemistry, and

he hopes someday be a scientfist.
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Mater Hospital. Over 10,000 babies are
born each year in Kenya with a congeniral
heart defect, yert there is no dedicated
congenifal heart programme fo treat them.
Lacking access fo modern medical cardiac
care, many of these children fail fo live past
their early childhood years.

Donate your Sk\/wa IdS Miles

The foundation has a bank of donated
Skywards Miles, ready fo exchange
for Emirates Airline fickets fo fransporf
volunteers working on humanitarian

missions around the world.

If you are a Skywards member and would
like fo donate some of your Miles, log onfo
www.skywards.com and select Donate
Miles from the Earn and Spend drop-
down menu on the fop bar of the website.
Donations can be made in multiple unifs of
2,500 Skywards Miles.

Paediatric heart
surgery in Kenya

Tickefs exchanged for Miles are flying a
medical feam of eight - a paediatric heart
surgeon, docfors and nurses - from the US
fo the Kenyan capital, Nairobi in

April, fo perform heart surgeries ar The
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The volunteers, working with Take Heart
Association Project (THAP) of Kensington,
Maryland, will also carry ouf diagnosfic
work for a number of additional children,
plus provide fraining fo medical personnel
in Kenya. On their last week-long medical
mission in June 2007, eight children were
selecred for surgeries and fwelve children
for interventional carheterisation. The
focus of each mission is not only fo provide
care for these children burt fo confinue
fo provide education and fraining on all
levels. Medical equipment and materials
are brought by rthe ream and given fo the
hospital fo supporf them in their care for
the children.

Contact us: PO Box 22686, Dubai, UAE.; ekfoundation@emirates.com
www.emiratesairlinefoundation.org



