
Dear Colleague, 

Welcome to the inaugural newsletter of the Emirates Airline 

Foundation.  

In the past four years since its launch, the foundation has 

spent over US$1.5 million to support the work of humanitarian 

organisations dedicated to improving the lives of children in need 

of shelter, sustenance and schooling. 

This could not have been achieved without your generous 

donations for which we sincerely thank you. 

This quarterly newsletter will keep you up to date on the various 

projects supported by the foundation.  

In this issue, you will read about how Menelik in Addis Ababa is 

daring to dream of a future as he studies in his orphanage’s new 

learning centre; and how Rina in Bangladesh is no longer a burden 

on her family following successful orthopaedic surgery. 

Future issues will keep you informed on other small lives helped by 

your heartfelt support of the foundation.

Thank you.

Ahmed bin Saeed Al-Maktoum

Chairman & Chief Executive, Emirates Airline & Group
Patron, Emirates Airline Foundation

The Emirates Airline 

Foundation would like 

to thank the Fortune 

Group for sponsoring this 

newsletter.
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The new Emirates Friendship Hospital 

is taking shape in a shipyard in the 

Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka, and on 

schedule for launch by the end of the year.  

The foundation used your onboard 

donations to fund the ship’s construction 

which amounted to US$540,000, in 

addition to the yearly running expenses of 

US$150,000 when it goes into service.

The hospital will cater to the medical 

needs of communities isolated on seasonal 

islands or chars, caused by the annual 

monsoon flooding of the northern Jumana 

River.

In the meantime, the foundation is sending 

European volunteer medical teams to its 

sister ship, the Lifebuoy 

Friendship Hospital, 

which is currently 

sailing among the 

islands. 

A child of the chars, 

Rina was fortunate to be 

treated recently by the 

visiting surgeons.  The 

four-year-old had been 

born with deformed 

feet and could not walk.  

In a poverty-stricken 

area such as northern 

                          Rina gets

  a new chance!



Sujon now has a lot to look forward to following 

his successful operation at the Lifebuoy Friendship 

Hospital.  The youngster was born with his head 

connected to his right shoulder which caused his head 

to tilt sideways, making him the butt of jokes by his 

schoolmates.  The teasing made him give up school 

and playing out in the open.  

Following his surgery, Sujon 

is now back at school and 

having fun playing out in the 

fields again.

Bangladesh, every member of a family 

must help in its survival.  Without the use 

of her legs, Rina’s family saw her as a 

burden.

Following successful surgery, Rina is 

seen as an asset to her family.  When she 

grows up, Rina may stay in the chars as a 

homemaker or work as a teacher. She may 

travel abroad to the city.  But whatever her 

choice, Rina will be walking tall.

The foundation exchanges Skywards Miles 

donated by passengers for Emirates Airline 

tickets to fly the volunteer medical teams 

to the Lifebuoy Friendship Hospital where 

they perform life-changing surgery.  The 

hospital is run by Friendship, a registered 

non-governmental organisation (NGO), 

which will also manage the new Emirates 

Friendship Hospital. 
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               Fun learning 

                 in Addis
Orphaned at two, Menelik (above, left) is 

now a studious 13-year-old, whose dream 

is to be a film editor.  As well as writing 

film scripts, he is also the author of many 

poems which he composes on the PCs in 

the new Emirates Airline Learning Centre at 

the Kidane Mehret Children’s Home in the 

Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa.

freighting of over 4,000 books in Amharic 

and English, plus PCs for interactive 

learning, as well as internet and email access.  

In addition to sourcing the books and PCs, 

a number of Emirates staff members went 

down to renovate one of the home’s rooms 

for the centre, painting it in bright colours 

and filling it with bookshelves and desks. 

His pals, brothers Halie Gabriel (10) and 

Behran Meskel (9), want to be the first 

Ethiopians to land on the moon. 

The orphanage, run by a community of 

Franciscan nuns, is home to 150 children. 

Passenger donations amounting to nearly 

US$20,000, funded the purchase and air-



Some 50 girls in India’s Tamil Nadu state 

have just started the new school year, free 

to learn and play in the secure environment 

of the Emirates–Seva Student Home.

The home, close to the government school 

in Dharmapuri, provides the girls with free 

accommodation, food, medical assistance 

and supplementary education.  Living 

there, the girls will avoid being pulled into 

child labour, giving them better educational 

and career opportunities to help break the 

poverty cycle in one small rural area.

A chance to learn
Visalakshi used to stay with relatives in 

Belamaranahalli village as her parents work 

in Bangalore as daily wagers. She says she’s 

thrilled about her new home, adding: “I 

want to be a doctor.  Nobody in our village 

has become a doctor.  Now I will definitely 

become one and serve the community.”  

The foundation used your donations to 

buy land and fund the construction of 

the residential facility, which cost some 

US$60,000. Yearly running expenses, 

amounting to US$19,000, will be funded 

by donations over the next 20 years. The 

project was initiated by AIM for Seva, an 

NGO which has built similar homes across 

India.  

I want to be

    a doctor!



               Space to play

    in Chennai
Construction is under way on the new 

Emirates-CHES Home near the Indian city 

of Chennai for over 100 children infected 

with the HIV virus that leads to AIDS.

Your onboard donations have funded the 

purchase of the land and the construction 

of the home which totalled nearly 

US$642,000, plus its running costs of 

nearly US$86,000 a year for the next 20 

years.

Some 40 children are currently living in 

rented villas run by the Community Health 

Education Society (CHES).  They are either 

orphans whose parents have died of AIDS, 

or have just one surviving parent who is 

also infected and so unable to look after 

them. None of the children is aware that he 

or she is infected.  Until now, none of the 

children has survived beyond 16 years of 

age.



Ravi (above) was three and one of the first 

children to come to the home, along with 

Krishnaveni, who has since died at the age 

of 16.  Ravi, now aged 15, says that the 

children are happy but they have no play 

area.  “I love to run and play but I may 

push a small child and that child would cry 

and there will be a lot of commotion at 

the home,” he said.  “The new home is big 

and we will have a large area to play, plus 

it will have a good water facility.  Water is 

essential and in Chennai we are struggling 

for a good supply.”

The Emirates-CHES Home will have 

dormitories for both boys and girls, a baby 

care centre, bathrooms and kitchen/dining 

facilities, a medical care centre run by 

a doctor, an education centre up to 4th 

Standard, an indoor recreation centre, 

a playground, a football pitch and a 

swimming pool.

               Space to play

    in Chennai



                        

Eradicating child labour
The children of St John’s Residential Bridge 

Course Camp at Sirvel Mandal in India’s 

Andra Pradesh state, sent a big thank 

you to the foundation for a donation of 

clothing, plus the funding of the camp’s 

food costs for another year.

The residential school, set up to eradicate 

child labour in the surrounding 25 villages, 

gives some 100 children the chance to learn 

and play in a secure environment.

The children, aged from five to 10, come 

from the poorest families and are often 

obliged to attend to household chores or 

work in the fields.  Many children work 

in hotels and shops.  As the area is often 

drought-hit, families migrate to seek 

employment and children have no access to 

education, so fall behind in their studies.

After a year of rehabilitation at the school, 

the children return home and are integrated 

into the regular government schools in the 

district. 



facilities such as the cooking and washing 

areas, install a semi-automated laundry and 

pay the monthly utility bills.  

Sister Pushpa Tissera, the Mother Superior 

of the Sisters of the Blessed Virgin who 

manage the home says she has high hopes 

for 18-year-old Gayani, who takes the GCE 

Advanced Level examination in August. 

“If she succeeds, the orphanage will 

support her while she completes a degree 

in business administration, possibly at the 

University of Peradeniya, less than an hour 

away by bus,” she said. 

But academic excellence is not a pre-

requisite for success at St Leonard’s Home. 

Two other girls who sat the GCE Ordinary 

Level examinations last year but did not 

qualify to go on to the Advanced Level are 

doing well in vocational training. 

Chathuri, 16, is following a pre-school 

teaching course and also learning cookery 

and poultry farming. 

Giving hope 

   in Sri Lanka
Emirates’ Senior Airport Services 
Agent Cheila Totabedde has fun 
with the children!

St Leonard’s Orphanage in the Sri Lankan 

town of Gampola, is running smoothly, 

with the ongoing assistance of the 

foundation. 

Set up by Italian missionaries in 1952, the 

orphanage was in a state of disrepair when 

the foundation stepped in to refurbish the 



            Making a difference 

in Dhaka
The foundation is continuing to fund The 

Dhaka Project which works to raise the 

living standards of families living in a slum 

area of the Bangladeshi capital.  The project 

– founded and managed by Emirates 

Cabin Crew Maria Conceicao – provides 

housing for the numerous families and runs 

vocational courses to enable the adults to 

make a living, plus a school and day-care 

centre for their children.  

Seven-year-old Ameena (below, left) is one 

of many youngsters who have been given 

a better chance in life.  A lively little girl, 

her cheekiness showed an intelligence that 

made her stand out in the slum colony of 

Korail, convincing Maria that she should 

not be condemned to a life of hopelessness 

because of poverty.

Now in Class 1, Ameena and her classmates 

receive daily meals and medical care such 

as vaccinations. 

Maria was motivated into action in 2005 by 

the extreme poverty she saw as she flew 

back and forth to Dhaka and began raising 

funds among her colleagues in the hope of 

making a difference.

Through her sheer hard work, 44 families 

are now settled in better housing and 

the school is now giving an education to 

over 140 children with some 490 children 

supported at other local schools. 



The foundation is working with the Society 

for Health Education (SHE), an NGO 

dedicated to tackling the disease through a 

massive health education programme. 

For some, an expensive bone marrow 

transplant is the key to recovery. For a 

majority, however, it is a case of staying 

alive, in the hope that a proper cure may 

one day be found. It is a race against time 

— most will not pass through their teenage 

years. In order to stay alive, these children 

face monthly blood transfusions and daily 

injections. One of the most difficult aspects 

of this treatment programme is the worry 

that constant blood transfusions will carry 

impurities. With already weakened systems, 

even minor infections can prove fatal, and 

therefore the filters are vital.

Little Shama (below) is typical of the fight 

to which the foundation has contributed. 

The six-year-old makes monthly 12-hour 

round trips by boat from her home in Alif 

Atoll to the capital, Malé, for transfusions. 

She also has daily injections, and 

stoically undergoes a rigorous monitoring 

programme. She has a brother, aged nine, 

who also has the condition.

 Staying alive  

         with filters

The foundation stepped in to help a public 

health crisis in the Maldives by funding the 

purchase of a year’s supply of blood filters, 

at a cost of US$100,000, to help over 500 

children afflicted with thalassaemia major. 

This genetic disease, endemic in the island 

nation, threatens an entire generation. 



Skywards members who donated their 

frequent flyer Miles to the foundation have 

been recognised by a US-based humanitarian 

organisation. Skywards Miles are being used 

to transport volunteer medical teams to 

projects across Emirates’ network. 

The foundation was presented with the 

Corporate Humanitarian Service Award by 

Unite for Sight, a non-profit organisation 

              Humanitarian award 

for Skywards members!

Donated Miles 

have been used 

to fly a volunteer 

Italian medical 

team to the Mekallè 

Regional Hospital in 

Ethiopia to perform 

surgery on some 

60 children and 

young adults to 

correct cleft palate 

and other facial 

deformities.

that works to improve eye health and 

eliminate preventable blindness in 

medically under-served communities in 

developing countries.

Dr Howard Chen flew from the US to 

Dubai and on to Ghana where there 

are approximately 50 ophthalmologists 

for a population of 21 million, or one 

ophthalmologist for some 400,000 people.  

At the eye clinic of Tamale Teaching 

Hospital, Dr Chen performed multiple 

cataract surgeries and brought staff up to 

date on latest techniques.  Skywards Miles 

had earlier also been used to fly medical 

teams from the US and India to treat 

Burmese refugees in Thailand.

Contact us: P.O. Box 22686, Dubai, UAE. Tel: +9714 295 4826; ekfoundation@emirates.com 
www.emiratesairlinefoundation.org




